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Colossians 1:18-28 New American Standard Bible (NASB)
18 He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He 
Himself will come to have first place in everything. 19 For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness 
to dwell in Him, 20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood 
of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.
21 And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, 22 yet He has now 
reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you before Him holy and blameless and 
beyond reproach— 23 if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved 
away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, 
and of which I, Paul, was made a minister.
24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I do my share on behalf of His body, which is 
the church, in filling up what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions. 25 Of this church I was made a minister 
according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the 
preaching of the word of God, 26 that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and 
generations, but has now been manifested to His saints, 27 to whom God willed to make known what is the 
riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 We 
proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present 
every man complete in Christ. 



COMPLETE: MEANS PERFECT, FULL GROWN, A PERFECTION OF HEART. 
SOMETHING THAT WE SHOULD ALL STRIVE FOR, A SINCERE DESIRE TO DO THE 
WILL OF GOD IN ALL THINGS.

COLOSSIANS 2:10: AND IN HIM YOU HAVE BEEN MADE COMPLETE.

PROVERBS 3:5-6:  Trust in the Lord with all your heart
And do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge 
Him, And He will make your paths straight.

PROVERBS 18:15 The mind of the prudent acquires knowledge,
And the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.

COLOSSIANS 2:3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge. 

JOHN 5:39-40: You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you 
have eternal life; it is these that testify about Me; 40 and you are unwilling to 
come to Me so that you may have life.



FIRST OF ALL, WE NEED TO REALIZE THAT JESUS IS THE 
LEADER OF HIS DISCIPLES. 

1 Corinthians 12:12-27 12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of 
the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the 
body is not one member, but many. 15 If the foot says, “Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body,” it is 
not for this reason any the less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear says, “Because I am not an eye, I am not a part 
of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where 
would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But now God has placed 
the members, each one of them, in the body, just as He desired. 19 If they were all one member, where would the 
body be? 20 But now there are many members, but one body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no 
need of you”; or again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, it is much truer that the 
members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; 23 and those members of the body which we 
deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our less presentable members become 
much more presentable, 24 whereas our more presentable members have no need of it. But God has so 
composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked, 25 so that there may be no 
division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member 
suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.
27 Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it. 



Matthew 16:24: Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone 
wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his 
cross and follow Me.

1 Peter 2:21-24 New American Standard Bible (NASB)
Christ Is Our Example
21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered 
for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, 22 who 
committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; 23 and while 
being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no 
threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; 24 
and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might 
die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.



II. SECONDLY, WE MUST ALWAYS REMEMBER THAT JESUS IS THE 
THEME OF NEW TESTAMENT PREACHING. 

Acts 2:37: Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the 
heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, 
what shall we do?” 

Acts 2:38: Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you 
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you 
and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord 
our God will call to Himself.” 

Acts 2:41: So then, those who had received his word were 
baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand 
souls. 



Acts 4:10-12: let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name 
of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by 
this name this man stands here before you in good health. 11 He is the stone which was 
rejected by you, the builders, but which became the chief corner stone. 12 And there is 
salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given 
among men by which we must be saved.”

Acts 8:1 Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death.
And on that day a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they 
were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.

Acts 8:5: Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them.



Acts 8:27-35: 27 So he got up and went; and there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure; and he had come to 
Jerusalem to worship, 28 and he was returning and sitting in his chariot, and was reading the 
prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go up and join this chariot.” 30 Philip ran up and 
heard him reading Isaiah the prophet, and said, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 And 
he said, “Well, how could I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit 
with him. 32 Now the passage of Scripture which he was reading was this:
“He was led as a sheep to slaughter; And as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
So He does not open His mouth. 33 “In humiliation His judgment was taken away;
Who will relate His generation? For His life is removed from the earth.”
34 The eunuch answered Philip and said, “Please tell me, of whom does the prophet say this? Of 
himself or of someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture 
he preached Jesus to him. 

Acts 8:36-38: 36 As they went along the road they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look! 
Water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 37 [And Philip said, “If you believe with all your 
heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”] 38 And he 
ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into the water, Philip as well as the eunuch, 
and he baptized him.



III. AND YET, WE MUST NOT ONLY BE "BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST," AS THE 
NEW TESTAMENT TEACHES, BUT WE MUST ALSO COME FORTH TO 
"WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE." 

Colossians 2:12: having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with 
Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

Romans 6:4: Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as 
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness 
of life.

Colossians 3:1-2: Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not 
on the things that are on earth.

Colossians 1:3-4: seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and 
godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 4 For 
by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may 
become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.



IV. LIVING A CHRIST-CENTERED LIFE MEANS THAT WE LOOK CONTINUALLY TO 
JESUS AS THE ONLY SUSTAINING SOURCE FOR A LIFE THAT IS SPIRITUAL AND 
PRODUCTIVE. 

Hebrews 12:1-2: Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us 
also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 
faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down 
at the right hand of the throne of God.

John 15:1-7: “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch in Me that does 
not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear 
more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in 
Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither 
can you unless you abide in Me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I 
in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in 
Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire 
and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and 
it will be done for you. 



Galatians 2:20: I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I 
who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 

Matthew 16:24-26: Then Jesus said to His disciples, 
“If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, 
and take up his cross and follow Me. 25 For whoever wishes 
to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My 
sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit a man if he gains 
the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man 
give in exchange for his soul? 


